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President’s Update

It is with great pride that | write my first update as President of the AEA, a National Branch of the REA. As CO 23
Parachute Engineer Regiment | have had a busy few weeks, starting with many of you in Scotland at the AEA Gala
Dinner Night, before finishing with a visit to 9 Para Sqn in Belize. Eighteen months into my Command tenure and
another opportunity to reflect upon the Regiment....

It was a pleasure to see so many of you at the dinner, especially while hearing how many of you knew my father
‘Bing’ so well. While it saddens me that he passed away just before | assumed command, it gives me immense
pride that his spirit and airborne ethos lives on through the many stories that you were able to share. Throughout
the evening, | described the airborne spirit that still lives on through the Regiment today; while the character of
conflict evolves so quickly, the determined and tenacious nature of our young soldiers and officers is as strong
now as it was while my father served. Conflict in Eastern Europe means we sit in an extraordinary context to the
one | experienced, even as a sub-unit commander only five years ago. We have no choice but to adapt and
modernise at a rate faster than that of our enemies. So, these are exciting times for the Regiment and the Brigade,
and we continue to be trusted on some of the most demanding and sensitive operations globally.

With people committed across Asia, the Middle East, Northern and Central America, and throughout Europe, we
are as busy as ever. 51 Para Sqn deployed to the US with the 2 PARA Battlegroup, validated as part of the 82"
Airborne Division, and now hold the Regiment’s most demanding Readiness profile for the UK’s Global Response
Force. 9 Para Sqn are in the middle of their ‘Operate’ year, and have deployed to Papua New Guinea, Jordan,
Falkland Islands, Japan and now Belize. 70 Gurkha Para Sqn are now well integrated into the Regiment and have
recently moved from Maidstone to Woodbridge. They are just about to hit their Readiness training year, starting
with a deployment to Kenya under the 1 RGR Battlegroup. 12 HQ&Sp Sqn are enabling the Regiment and have
more recently deployed both Recce Troop and the Dive Team to Belize. Finally, 299 Para Sqn (Reserve) provide
our Reservist contribution, and have just returned from Germany as part of the Corps’ largest Reservist
deployment in a generation.

I will quickly highlight the fantastic work of our people. Last year, the
Regiment was incredibly fortunate to jump at the 80" anniversary of D-Day
and Op MARKET GARDEN in Arnhem. The whole experience typified our
strong sense of identity and purpose as Airborne Sappers. Regular, reserve
and QGE Sappers commemorated the event in style and with a sense of
family spirit — a personal honour was to sit next to Bob Prosser at the
memorial event in Driel.

Bob Prosser and Lt Col David Crosbie RE CO 23 Parachute Engineer Regiment

We consistently outperform the Brigade on All-arms P Company and our Unit
Conditioning Course held in Woodbridge is proving to be highly successful.
Small teams — led by young Tp Comds or JNCOs — excelling on operations,
routinely validated by Defence Attaches globally. | see top student reports for our various career courses; too
many to mention here. Every day | am reminded that we are fortunate to have some of the most motivated,
talented and professional soldiers and officers the Corps has to offer.

Moving forward, the merger will not be easy. My Intent remains to tighten the bond between our people: Regular,
Reserves and Gurkhas; soldiers and officers; and across the serving and retired community. This is not about the
AEA National Branch being consumed by the REA. Instead, a single organisation that preserves the heritage, spirit
and identity of our Airborne Engineers, will serve to further tighten the bonds between veterans and those serving.
The merger between the AEA and REA(A) branch is creating a stronger, more cohesive organisation; one that offers
both veterans and serving soldiers greater opportunities to come together socially and professionally. | look
forward to seeing you all very soon.

Airborne!

CO23




Chairman’s Update
By Dave Leibrick

At this year’s AGM in Falkirk, | had the Honour of taking over as AEA Chairman from my good friend
Steve Walls.

| have known Steve since 1979, when | arrived as a fresh-faced young Sapper to 1 Troop, full of
trepidation and not a little bit anxious. Steve’s friendly demeanour and non-judgmental attitude helped
make those early days slightly less daunting.

| would like to thank Steve on behalf of the Association for the way that he has filled the role of AEA
Chairman for the best part of 7 years and to his good lady Mel for the steadfast support she has given
to Steve and the Association. His passion and zeal for our Association have been key to driving and
maintaining our ethos of ‘service not self’. | definitely have some very big shoes to fill.

| am proud to be a founding member and would like to thank you all for electing me as Chairman of the
AEA and | will work hard to ensure that | support the association and everyone in it.

We have an amazing institution, full of fantastic characters from all generations, who make it so special.
| am sure that our recent merger with the REA will ensure a steady stream of new 'Characters’ to keep
our traditions and our ethos going strong. The more Airborne Sappers, the better.

I would like to pay tribute to all of the branches for organising the memorials and events, which are so
important in ensuring the sacrifices of those who came and went before us are remembered and
celebrated; The AGM, Hardwick Hall, Cromwell Locke, Double Hills, Donington, Falklands Service at
Pangbourne, Falklands Wreath Laying at Aldershot Cemetery, Falklands Ride of Respect, the Cenotaph
Parade and the annual get together in Snowdonia. These are key events in the Association calendar, and
| would encourage as many members as possible to support them.

The AGM and Gala Dinner this year were organised and hosted by the Scotland Branch who did an
excellent job. The location was breathtaking, and | would like to thank the branch for all of the hard work
and effort that went into make the weekend such a memorable event. The trips that were laid on for the
ladies (and Bob) ensured that they had a chance to visit some stunning locations and the feedback has
been extremely positive.

| had the pleasure of meeting the CO of 23 Engineer Regt, Lt col David Crosbie RE (our new President)
and the RSM, WO1 (RSM) Stefan Gloyn, who are both keen supporters of the AEA and are looking
forward to forming strong ties between the Regiment and the Association.

The AGM and John Rock Dinner will take place in Nottingham next year and will be organised by Steve
Wallis and Dave Raes. I’'m sure that Steve will give an update in the not too distant future.

It has been an interesting couple of years for our Association with the Merger at the forefront. After an
overwhelming vote in favour of the merger, we are forging ahead and plan to continue maintaining our
ethos of camaraderie and support. | truly believe that this is the best option for the AEA, and | know that
the Regiment are fully supportive of our aims and traditions. Baz Basset and Phil Taylor have worked
tirelessly with their counterparts in the Regiment to ensure that the Association as we know it won't
change and to ensure that the transition will be as seamless as possible. Steve Morris has been pulling
out all of the stops to ensure that our membership database has been integrated accurately, which |
know has been a massive challenge John Nichols has worked with the Regimental PRI to ensure that we
have the same level of excellent service as we currently have with the shop and Dave Pace has done an
absolutely outstanding job of pulling everything together on the Website, at the same time as bringing

7



all of our past journals on line. We have the easy part, all we have to do is take the ball and run with it,
but the amount of extremely hard work that has gone into making this happen needs to be applauded.
So, thank you to everyone for all of your hard work on behalf of the association and apologies if | have
missed anyone

Looking forward to November we have the Day of Remembrance (Cenotaph Parade) on 09 November.
Although Steve Wallis won’t be there this year, | would like to thank him for doing all the leg work in
bringing this together and | know that myself and everyone else who is attending will be marching with
pride.

In closing, Lorna and | would like to wish you all a great Christmas and a Prosperous New year and | look
forward to a great year for The Association in 2026.

A Blast from the Past

9 Independent Airborne Squadron, Royal Engineers

Winners:~16 Independent ®arachute Brigade Rifle Meeting, Canal Zone 1953, Household Brigade Cup,
The Parachute Regiment Cup , The Company Shield, The Minor Units Shooting Cup.
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Thanks for the Memories
By Steve Wallis

As you are all aware, at the recent AGM in Scotland | handed over the reins of the AEA Chair to my old
friend Dave Leibrick. | have known Dave for over 45 years and am confident that the guidance of the
association is in good hands.

It is just less than 7 years since | took over as Chairman from John Ferry, much has happened in that
time.

Under the ownership of Dave Pace, the journal has become an online publication. Dave does a fantastic
job of producing this twice a year, chasing up branches and the Regiment for articles to include. Having
stood down as Chairman | intend to support Dave with the Journal to ensure that what Association
members do is communicated far and wide.

After years of sterling service from Dave and Jeannette Rutter the Association shop has thrived under
Jon Nichols ably assisted by Dave Pace. With the recent addition of 23 Parachute Engineer Regiment PRI,
we now have a very professional and well run online platform which provides a wide range of
Merchandise for the Association and the Regiment.

By far the biggest change has been the decision to merge with the REA Airborne Branch and for the
Association to become a National Branch of the REA. This was always a delicate subject but was one
which needed to be addressed if the association was to survive. Ultimately the overwhelming vote in
favour of the merger has enabled the National Committee to proceed with the merger with the full
support of the membership.

With respect to the branches, the Association is in a strong place. We have a new branch in Wales and
the West as well as two new Social Branches in the East Midlands and at Woodbridge. It is also
encouraging to see that the Chatham Branch, which had taken the decision to close, is now considering
reforming as a social branch.

| have many people to thank, too many to list here but chief amongst them is John Lee who was the
Association President for much of my period as Chairman. John was always a steadying influence and
was there with help and advice whenever it was needed. | would also like to thank John Ferry, Baz Bassett
and Bobby Matthews for all of the help and advice over the years, and finally | must mention the power
behind the throne. Melanie has supported me all of the way, she has travelled up and down the country
to very many events, always with a smile on her face and willing to pitch in when needed.

During our tenure, Melanie and | have managed to visit all of the Association Branches, it has been a
pleasure for us both to meet up with so many members on their local patch and to experience hospitality
at various functions throughout the year.

After 7 years it was time to hand over and wish Dave and Lorna all the best for their period at the helm,
and | look back on my period as chairman with pride and with fond memories of the people that make
up the association.

From Melanie and | to all of you, Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New year and we hope to
see you for the AGM in Nottingham in 2026.




More from Days Gone By

Exercise Bar Frost November 1959

Rear - Favor, Garraghty, Baldwin, Mulligan, Farrier, Gray
Front - Wesson

Maj DC Murray MC Maj Paul Dickison
OC 1st Parachute Sqn RE 1943-1945 OC 9 Independent Parachute Sqn RE 1967--69
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An Introduction to the AEA

The following document (on pages 11-29) was written by Steve Wallis and is intended for issue to all
new AEA Members. It gives information on how we started as an Association, our aims and objectives,
Branches, events, memorials, online shops, website, the AEA Journal and contacts

Airborne Engineers
Association

The Airborne
Engineers
Association

A NATIONAL BRANCH OF THE REA

Service Not Self
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THE AIRBORNE ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION

A National Branch of the REA

Introduction

The Airborne Engineers Association (AEA) is a National Branch of the of the Royal Engineers Association,
it has its own Constitution to ensure that everything is legal, formal, and abiding, to include an AGM
each year,

Key objectives of the Airborne Engineers Association are.

e To maintain Contact between former and current members of the Corps of Royal Engineers to
foster mutual support

e To provide a focus for social and other gatherings of members of the Association
e To provide assistance to members of the Association who require access to welfare support.
e To preserve the memory and traditions of airborne units of the Corps of Royal Engineers

Life membership is free to serving and ex-members of the Corps of Royal Engineers although an annual
subscription may be required for membership of the sub-branches.

The Association currently has an Executive Committee, an Advisory Committee and six branches, 299
Association Hull, Aldershot, Birmingham, Scotland, Wales &West, and Yorkshire. There are also three
‘Social Branches — Chatham, East Midlands, and Woodbridge.

Contacts for each Branch can be found on the AEA website at https://www.airbornesappers.org.uk/contactus.html

History

The AEA was formed in 1989 due to an incident that happened to the Squadron Duty Officer, Captain
Joe Houlston during Airborne Forces weekend.

Whilst working late in Rhine Barracks, Joe was locking up the front door, when he noticed three elderly
gentlemen standing by the Falklands memorial plinth. '‘Bugger' he thought, 'now | am going to be
harassed by some Parachute Regiment, 'golden oldies' who are probably lost! He walked down the steps
and noticed they were wearing Corps ties and asked if they need help.

They asked about the plinth, and he explained and when asked they told him who they were. They were
ex-airborne engineers from the very early days of parachuting. One had even been on the Tragino
Agueduct raid, the very first Airborne Operation in the Army.

Capt Houlston then decided to take them up to the Squadron offices and show them the memorabilia
on the walls and stored in the training wing. They were a walking history on the formation of Airborne
and Parachuting Operations.

As a result of this chance meeting, Joe decided the next day to talk it through with other Officers and
Senior NCOs in the Squadron, with a view to forming an Association.

Initially the idea was that veteran and serving Airborne Sappers could come together a few times a year,
have a beer or two and reminisce on past events, before our history just passes away.
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This meeting was originally met with a muted response, but after explaining what happened to him over
the Airborne Forces weekend, those gathered quickly agreed that we should have an Association to
represent Sappers who had served in Airborne units.

So, the Association was formed unofficially, with a basic 'Mission statement' and organisational
committee. During this meeting, the group decided on the title 'Airborne Engineers Association' in the
initial stages, rather than Parachute Engineers, due to the historical links with Airborne Forces and
decided on a motto: 'Service Not Self’

In 2024 a national ballot was held on the question of whether the Association should remain
independent or join the REA as a National branch. The result was an overwhelming ‘yes’ to the merger.

Aims and Objectives of the association

The aims and objectives of the Association are:

e To have an Association where both 'Past & Present' members of Airborne Engineer Units can meet
and socialise, thereby fostering mutual relationships.

e To help members of the Association who require access to welfare support.
e To preserve the memory and traditions of airborne units of the Corps of Royal Engineers.

e To provide a focus for social and other gatherings of members of the Association with their wives
and partners.

e To attend as many memorial services as possible throughout the country and overseas involving past
Airborne Operations.

e To publish twice a year a Journal, with future events, historical sections, and general notices.

e To raise charity monies.

Membership

Although the title of the Association states ‘Airborne Engineers’, the founding members unanimously
voted to include all personnel who have served, or are still serving, on the strength of any Airborne
Engineer Unit, and other units with an official military Parachute and Airborne role, e.g. Members of the
Corps serving with Special Forces, this includes all personnel posted into those units be they RAOC,
REME, RAPC and ACC, rather than just members of the Corps.

Membership may also be given to any person who in the opinion of the Executive Committee has
rendered special service to the Airborne Engineers.

14



Branches

The National Branch

The National Branch is the Governing Executive of the AEA and consists of the elected National Officers
of the Association.

Meetings. The National Branch has Two formal
meetings per year.

e  The Ordinary General Meeting normally
held in April held via Zoom.

e  The Annual General Meeting held on the
Saturday of the Annual Reunion Weekend

AEA Members at the Annual Gala Dinner
Ad Hoc meetings are held as required.

Time. Timings vary but are advertised in advance.

Current Meeting Attendance. Meetings are open to all members of the AEA.

Activities.

The John Rock Dinner held on the Saturday Night of the Annual Reunion Weekend in October
The Fergie Semple Golf Tournament held on the Thursday of the Annual Reunion Weekend.

Contact: the AEA National Secretary, Mike Robertson Michaell.Robertson@outlook.com

299 Association (Hull)
Meetings: 1st Friday of every month 20:00hrs (unless otherwise stated)
Location: The Minerva Public House, Hull

Activities: Former Commando and Airborne Sapper’s meet monthly. We discuss what has been
happening amongst our members with a few refreshments after the meeting.

Members of the 299 Association at the Reunion Weekend in Hull

We usually plan a trip to Arnhem every year. With
various other activities throughout the vyear,
organised by the members.

Contact: Secretary Dave Woollas
dave.hotstepscountry@hotmail.co.uk



mailto:MichaelJ.Robertson@outlook.com
mailto:dave.hotstepscountry@hotmail.co.uk

Aldershot Branch

Meetings: usually the second Sunday (depending on Bank holidays) April, June, September, and
December. Meetings commence at 1200 hours lasting approx. 1 hour.

Location: The Brewers Fayre (Monkey Puzzle) at Cove, Southwood. For those wishing to attend, a carvery
is on hand which has been very popular with the majority of members and their wives/partners.
Activities: For the past 2 years the branch has held a Spring lunch in February at the Bush Hotel in
Farnham. This function has proved to be very popular by the Branch members and guests.

Contact: Dave Ford email: fordd13@googlemail.com

Dave Rutter and others of the Aldershot Branch

Birmingham Branch

Meetings. 1st Monday of each month from April 2025. Meeting starts at 19:00hrs but you can get a
drink from the bar prior to the meeting.

Location. The Family Tree Social Club. B37 6QT

Current Meeting Attendance. Around 15 to 20 members attend monthly meetings. We also have branch
members who live out of the district but stay connected.

Activities. Annual Branch Dinner (Christmas). Regular meetings for meals out. Breakfast Club. Military
Visits. Arnhem Visits. Military Commemoration or Services Attendance. Remembrance Day (Cenotaph).
Supporting PRA events.

Contact: AEA Birmingham Branch Secretary,

Steve Brown on stevebrown4@hotmail.com or 07702597546.
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Scotland Branch

Members of the Scotland Branch at the 25th Anniversary Dinner at the
Guards Club in Edinburgh

Meetings: 1pm on the third Sunday of the odd numbered
months - i.e. January, March, May, July, September, and
November.

Location: Royal British Legion in Rodney Street in
Edinburgh.

Activities: The RBL has several bars, one of which is open
to us from 12:30hrs and this bar generally stays open
from the close of the formal meeting at approximately 14:00hrs until about 16:30hrs. Pies and/or
sausage rolls are available at the conclusion of the meeting.

In April we meet for a liquid lunch to remember John Lonergan, our SSM who was killed in Aden in 1965.

In June we have a little parade at the graveside of Cpl Scott Wilson of 9 Sqn who lost his life in the
Falklands and are sometimes joined by his relatives and comrades based in the South.

September brings the commemoration of the Cromwell Lock tragedy in 1975 when we have a parade,
service, and lunch.

We are not all gloom and doom; we generally have an annual lunch with wives where like the above
drink is taken.

Contact: Branch Secretary Gil Nicol gilbertandmyra@gmail.com

Yorkshire & Lancashire Branch
Meetings: 1st Saturday of March, June, and November
Location: Wakefield ARC, Bridlington, Wakefield ARC

Activities: Each meeting has food and a bar where likeminded veterans can meet. The Branch holds a
Christmas function during the first week of December. Each year we plan a trip to Arnhem.

Contact: Ring or email: Phil Taylor +44 7904 953995. earthmoverpdt@aol.com
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Social Branches

A social Branch is an informal branch of the AEA that meets on a regular basis but does not have the
usual Branch Officers (President, Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer) nor does it hold ‘minuted’ meetings.
The loose organisation of the Branch is controlled through social media, usually WhatsApp, which is used
to co-ordinate members and arrange social gatherings for a ‘Pie and a Pint.” Anyone can set up a social
branch in an area that has no other representation, it is as simple as setting up the group, inviting
members, and informing the AEA National Committee.

Currently there are four social branches of the AEA.
Chatham Branch

The Chatham Branch has recently converted from a formal Branch to a social branch. Membership is
open to any serving or ex serving Airborne Sappers from the Kent region.
The co-ordinator for the branch is Tim Van Der Kraan

e-mail: Timothy Vanderkraan@yahoo.co.uk

East Midlands Branch

The East Midlands Social Branch is centred on Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, and Leicestershire although
the Branch also has members from Northants and Lincs.

This is a newly formed Branch and aims to hold social events in the East Midlands every two months.
The co-ordinator for the Branch is Steve Wallis who can be contacted on

Stephen.wallis57 @ntlworld.com

Wales and The West Branch

Meetings: 2nd Saturday of February, May, July, and November
Location: The Hereford Welsh Social Club 1 Hinton Road, Hereford HR2 6BL -
We also plan to hold 1 of the above meetings per year in Wales.

Members of the Wales and West Branch at the Inaugural meeting
in Hereford

Activities: Each meeting has a bar where we meet and chew the cud. The Branch meets for informal
meals (usually a curry) as and when the branch can make it.

We have a small walking group. We meet when work commitments allow.

Contact: John Askey email: john.askey@gmail.com

Woodbridge Branch

The Woodbridge Social Branch is newly formed and is based in and around the Woodbridge Area of
Suffolk. It has close links with 23 Parachute Engineer Regiment.

Contact for the Branch is Phil Askey e-mail: Philip.Askey202 @mod.gov.uk
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National and Branch Standards

The AEA has access to several National and Branch Standards that can be made available to AEA
Members for Memorial Service, Funerals etc.

N ”{"a

AEA National Standards

There are two ‘National Standards’ one for the North of
the Country and one for the South. Members wishing
to use one of the standards should contact the National
Secretary. The National Standard is carried at numerous
events throughout the year including The Freedom of
Woodbridge Parade, Cromwell Lock, 1% Para Sqgn
Memorial service and Hardwick Hall. It is also available,
on request, for AEA members to use at events such as
Funerals of AEA Members. The person requesting the
standard is responsible for collecting and returning the
standard and for its safe keeping.

Steve Gabbitas carrying the AEA National Standard at Hardwick Hall

REA (Airborne) Standard

The REA(Airborne) Standard is held at 23 Parachute Engineer Regiment in Woodbridge. Wherever
possible, this standard will be paraded alongside the AEA Standard at events such as the Freedom of
Woodbridge Parade.

299 Association Standard

299 Association has its own Standard. Persons wishing to use this standard should contact the secretary
of the 299 Association.

Branch Standards

The Birmingham Branch is the only branch to have its own Branch Standard. Persons wishing to use this
standard should contact the secretary of the Birmingham Branch.
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The AEA Website

The Association has had its own web site since about 2006, primarily as a means to share information
and help with the recruitment of new members.

There have been a few design and content changes over the years, not least our very successful online
shop.

The latest, much cleaner, simpler design was launched in March 2025, but its primary purpose remains
the same.

e <o https://www.airbornesappers.org.uk/

‘Welcome to our Website

https://www.aea.org.uk/

AIRBORNE
ENGINEERS
ASSOCIATION

Service Not Self

The AEA Shop and 23 PARACHUTE Engineer Regiment PRI

The Association has had a shop for many years, but in 2022 it was decided we should move with the
times and setup an online shop.

The AEA shop has been very successful in raising funds, and helping the Association reach far afield, so
far, as well as the UK, we have shipped orders to AEA members in Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
France, and Guam

We are also host the 23 Parachute Engineer Regiment PRI, which makes a wider product range available
to our veterans, including many Squadron specific items. As well as boosting profits for the Regiment’s
PRI and further enhancing ties between Veteran and serving Sappers.

sitbomessppersorguk

Welcome Login / Rog we
Airborne n
Sappers

#  Headgem  Clothing Evoming Wear 8 Tioc  Bacger  Miccollsnscus 79 RegiPRIShep  Saba Bame

Welcome to 23 Para Engr Regt PRI Shop Best Sellers
Welcome to the Airborne Engineers Shop Featured Product "
New products - Now in Stock a

Q’. : ) . Il

o 2 3

e £16.00

: n . sssssse
LR XN NN

£12.25 Latest Products k2L o0
Latest Products

€
£39.80 R
:
. £12.00
3,
£27.00 £33.00 £325
N . -
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The AEA shop and PRI can be accessed using the link below, from the AEA Website or using the
appropriate QR code.

https://www.airbornesappers.org.uk/shop/

https://www.airbornesappers.org.uk/pri/

Scan for AEA Shop Scan for PRI Shop

The Journal

The association produces an ‘Airborne Engineers Association Journal! Currently there are two editions
per year. The Journal is free to all members and is distributed to all Branches, posted on the AEA website
and Facebook Page, and e-mailed to all members that we have contact details for.

For many years, the Journal has been a major source of information and a means to stay connected, as
well as providing an extensive archive of what the association has been up to.

The Journal is intended to advertise future events and provide information via historical sections and
general notices. Over the years the Journal has been produced in different formats

e Newsletter A5 booklet containing contact details, minutes, articles, events, and black and white
photos. Dates back to the mid-90s and published every four months until April 2000.

e Journal A4 magazine containing contact details, minutes, articles, events, and black and white
photos, first published in August 2000 and sent via post every four months until December 2021.

e E-Journal Since June 2022 a PDF version has been sent out via email containing contact details,
minutes, articles, events, black and white, and colour photos.

The Journal has been a great asset to the Association, but remember, it depends on you for its content,
let us keep it going.
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The AEA and 23 Parachute Engineer Regiment

The Association aims to maintain close links with 23 Parachute Engineer Regiment. The Commanding
Officer of the Regiment is the Association President, and the National Committee consists of both
serving soldiers and veterans.

In recent years, AEA members have been invited to take part in the Freedom of Woodbridge parade
and also attended the VE Day 80 celebrations at Rock Barracks.

Officers of the Regiment with Gen Sir Peter Wall and Association
Standard Bearers following the Freedom of Woodbridge parade

The CO and RSM attend the annual ‘John Rock’ dinner
held during the reunion weekend. This event is open to
all serving members of the Regiment and it is always
good to see serving soldiers swapping stories with the
AEA Members.

Members of the AEA with serving members of 23 Parachute Engineer Regt
at the John Rock Dinner

It is hoped that the AEA and the Regiment can maintain
their close relationship, providing AEA members with
the levels of friendship and camaraderie associated with being an Airborne Engineer.

The ‘Regiment’ and AEA members at Rock Barracks
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Social Media

The Association has a National Facebook page which can be found at

Airborne Engineers Association National Page

Membership of this group is open to anyone who has served with an Airborne Engineer unit. This is a
private page and membership is by invitation.

Supported Events

The National Service of Remembrance at the Cenotaph

Each year the association bids for an allocation of places for the National service of remembrance at the
Cenotaph in London. This is a Veterans parade and is not open to serving soldiers.

Currently the AEA is allocated 42 places on the parade.
We are invited to apply for these places in June of each
year and have to confirm names and details by August.
Tickets are sent, electronically, shortly before the parade.

Tickets are allocated as follows.

e Each Branch is allocated 3 spaces.

e Remaining spaces are offered to members of the
Association.

¢ Any spaces not taken up by a specific date are offered
to the wider Airborne Engineers community who may
not be members of the Association.

Members of the Association at the Cenotaph

Following the parade, Airborne Engineers congregate at
the ‘Sherlock Holmes’ pub just off Trafalgar square and
socialise with the wider RE community.

Members of the Association gather at the ‘Sherlock’ following the
parade.
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Hardwick Hall

Following Winston Churchill’s call to establish a corps of parachute troops on 22nd June 1940,
parachute training commenced at RAF Ringway near Manchester. Number 2 Commando, the fledgling
parachute unit was posted to Knutsford in Cheshire. On 31st August 1941, the decision was made to
form the 1st Parachute Brigade under Brigadier Richard Gale. This was to be located at Hardwick Camp
near Chesterfield in Derbyshire. Hardwick Hall became the new nucleus for parachute training and
physical selection for airborne forces.

_____

P _
4 B 14

/1 M

Steve Wallis with Tom Hicks, one of the last survivors of the 1 Parachute Squadron with Hardwick Hall in the background
On 15th December 1941 the 2nd and 3rd Parachute Battalions formed at Hardwick with No 1 Air Troop
Royal engineers and a skeleton Signals Squadron. At the same time, the 11th SAS Battalion that
evolved from No 2 Commando remained stationed at Knutsford. The units at Hardwick selected men
from volunteers across the Army through a toughening course combined with pre-jump training.

The Formation of the Parachute Depot 1942-4

When the 1st Parachute Brigade moved from Hardwick to the Bulford area in Wiltshire an Airborne
Forces Depot was formed at Hardwick from the units left behind.

It started as an unofficial establishment but was created as a properly organized unit, training and
holding recruits before they went to the Parachute Training School, as well as rehabilitating the
temporary unfit from injuries.

On 16th May 1987, a Commemorative Plaque was placed on the site to recognise its significance
' A Al during the formative phase of Airborne Forces.

A commemoration service to remember the 1
Airborne Depot is held at the plaque on the 3™
Sunday in May each year. The service is attended by
members of the Airborne Fraternity including
Airborne Engineers.

Standard Bearers at the Airborne Forces Memorial in the grounds of
Hardwick Hall

Double Hills Memorial Service
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The Double Hills Memorial

An annual service takes place at the Double Hills memorial
at Poulton near Bristol. This is the site of a Glider Crash on
the way to the battle of Arnhem. The 21 members of 9t
Field Company (Airborne) and two Glider Pilots became
the first fatalities of Operation Market Garden.

Peter Yeates (With Cap)

Mr Peter Yeates, an Ex Royal Navy Rating, was responsible
for organising the first Double Hills memorial service.
Many years later he is still organising the service although
he has recently decided to scale back the event. Peter is
an Honorary member of the AEA and has completed a
Parachute Descent from the Balloon.

The memorial service takes place on the first Sunday in
September and is attended by Local dignitaries, marching
contingents from 9 Parachute Squadron RE and the Glider
Pilot Regiment, members of the AEA and the local civilian
population. Following the service there is a march past
through the village.
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The 1% Parachute Squadron RE — Memorials in Donington, Lincolnshire

The Arnhem Oak, The Arnhem Altar, the Memorial Stone, and Charlie’s Bench

The 1° Parachute Squadron RE was based in the village of Donington, Lincolnshire from December 1943
to September 1944. Since 1949 veterans of The Squadron gathered for an annual Reunion Dinner and
Memorial Service over the last weekend in September.

A Squadron Memorial Altar was created in the south transept of the church in 2000. This was
consecrated by the Archdeacon of Lincoln, The Venerable Arthur Hawes, on the 24t °f September in the
same year.

In 1960, a Donington resident, Major AJ Sudlow, brought home an oak sapling that he had retrieved from
the 1944 battle area near the Hartenstein Hotel in Oosterbeek. He nursed it for ten years then offered it
to Eric Booth, a Squadron veteran, who had settled locally. Eric arranged for it to be planted in the
g churchyard of St Mary and the Holy Rood to serve as a
memorial for the 1% Parachute Squadron RE. The Bishop of
Lincoln, the Right Reverend K Riches, officiated at the
planting on the 29'" of November 1970 and it continues to
serve as a fitting tribute to the “Hearts of Oak” that it
commemorates.

In 2012 a Memorial Stone was commissioned and placed in
front of the Arnhem Oak. It was dedicated, on the 30" of
September 2012, by the Reverend John Moon who had
officiated at the annual Squadron Memorial Service in the
church for over fifty years.

WO1 (GSM) John Ferry in front of the memorial to the 1st Parachute Squadron
RE at the Church of St Mary and the Holy Rood at Donington

In 2022 Andrew “Charlie” McColgan, a former Sapper in 9 Parachute Squadron generously donated a
bench for the use of those who wish to spend moments of quiet reflection in the Churchyard, close to
the Memorial Stone. “Charlie” and another ex-9 Parachute Squadron Sapper, Dave Raes, installed the
bench which was dedicated on Sunday 23rd September 2022 in the presence of friends, families, and
villagers.

Charlie’s Bench
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Standard Bearers in front of the Arnhem Oak
and memorial stone

With the passing of the veterans, the Altar, the Oak, the
Stone, and the Bench are reminders of a very gallant
group of men, and they serve as a touching focus for
the annual Remembrance gatherings which continue to
be held on the last Sunday of September each year.

The Falklands Campaign 1982 — 9 Parachute Squadron Memorials
Pangbourne Chapel

The Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel at Pangbourne College stands as a permanent and ‘living’
memorial to commemorate the lives and sacrifice of all those who died in the South Atlanticin 1982 and
the courage of the thousands of Servicemen and women who served with them to protect the
sovereignty of the Falkland Islands.

The Falklands Island Memorial Chapel

It was formally opened by HM Queen Elizabeth Il in
March 2000. For many years the annual Remembrance
service, on the Sunday closest to 14" June, has been
well-attended by men who served in what was at the
time, 4 Troop 9 Parachute Squadron RE. Other Sappers
also attend and make the Corps representation the largest of any minor unit that took part in the
Campaign. Long may this continue.

Squadron Wreath Laying — Aldershot Military Cemetery

Every year, on the Saturday closest to the 14" of June, ex-9 Parachute Squadron veterans of the Falklands
Campaign in 1982 gather for an informal, ‘family’ laying of wreaths at the Falklands Memorial Stone in
Aldershot Military Cemetery.

The veterans are joined by other ex-Squadron members and representatives of the Scots Guards, the
Welsh Guards and others with whom the Squadron served in 1982.
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Members of 9 Para Sqn RE ‘Class of 82’ and others

It is not a ‘Parade’ and there is no religious ceremony.
It is merely a gathering of friends who wish to pay their
respects to comrades who did not return.

Cromwell Lock

On the 28th of September 1975 ten members of 131 Indep Para Sqn RE(V) were sadly drowned at
Cromwell Lock whilst participating in Ex Trent Chase, a waterman-ship training exercise involving all
Troops of the squadron.

The Granite Memorial Stone at Cromwell Lock

Those who died were from 300 Tp, based at Falkirk in Scotland and
there was only one survivor from the crew.

A granite stone slab in a small, enclosed area was erected shortly
after the tragedy, and a bronze plaque records the names of those
lost. The memorial has in recent years been regularly maintained
by AEA members with initial ground works carried out by 23
Parachute Engineer Regiment

The Parade Forms up at Cromwell Lock

For many years, an annual memorial service to remember the
casualties has been held as close to the date as possible. This
service is open to all interested persons, including the bereaved
family members, serving and ex-members of 131 Sqn and the local
PRA branches, and a short service is conducted, normally by a local
vicar.
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Members of 131 Para Sqn RE at Cromwell Lock

Contact Us

Vice President/ Deputy Group Director: Phil Taylor e-mail earthmoverpdt@aol.com

National Chairman: Dave Leibrick e-mail: dave.leibrick@outlook.com

National Secretary: Mike Robertson e-mail michaelj.robertson@outlook.com

Treasurer: Marc Dorkings e-mail marc.dorkings592 @mod.gov.uk

Membership Secretary: Steve Morris e-mail bsfm968@gmail.com

Shop Manager: Jon Nichols e-mail: aeashopmanager@outlook.com

Journal & Website: Dave Pace e-mail contactaeawebmaster@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/airborneforces.org/


































































































































